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Rates of Denial by Years Business in Operation
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2002 USDA Agricultural 
Census Survey Responses 

Region Farm # 
New 
England 

NE and 
NY Farm # 

New 
England % Total 

CT 4,191 15% 6% 62 11% 9% 
Maine 7,196 26% 11% 242 44% 34% 
Mass 6,075 22% 9% 129 23% 18% 
NH 3,363 12% 5% 19 3% 3% 
VT 6,571 24% 10% 98 18% 14% 
New England 27,396   42% 550   78% 
New York 37,255   58% 156   22% 
All Farms 64,651     706     
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2002 Ag Census Survey  

 New York 
New 
England 

Sample 
New York 

New 
England 

Acres/ 
farm 206 141 

 
154 141 144 

��&�	��-��
������
��
#���
����
�	��	����	��	��:���� �!�� �&	��#
����	�� �$	)�	�
� !	���0�
&	
� �	�
��)�DI�#������	��
�!	!��1������0����	��$	� ��	��
�	��	��
 �!�&	�D�H��
�
�
�
 2002 Ag Census Survey 
Farms by 
size: NE % NY % TOTAL Percent Sample Percent 
1 to 9 acres  4,523 16.0% 2,959 7.9% 7,482 11.4% 138 21% 
10 to 49 acres  8,781 31.1% 8,359 22.4% 17,140 26.2% 178 27% 
50 to 179 
acres  8,881 31.4% 13,474 36.2% 22,355 34.1% 204 30% 

180 to 499 
acres  4,473 15.8% 8,977 24.1% 13,450 20.5% 102 15% 
500+ acres 1,596 5.6% 3,486 9.4% 5,082 7.8% 48 7% 
Total Farms 28,254 100.0% 37,255 100.0% 65,509 100.0% 670  
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 2002 Ag Census Survey 
Farms by 
income NE % NY % TOTAL Percent Sample Percent1 

$0 to $24,999 21,746 77.0% 25,006 67.1% 46,752 71.4% 354 54% 

$25,000 to 
$99,000 3,167 11.2% 5,798 15.6% 8,965 13.7% 143 22% 
$100,000+ 3,341 11.8% 6,451 17.3% 9,792 14.9% 160 24% 
Farms # 28,254 100.0% 37,255 100.0% 65,509 100.0% 656  
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 2002 Ag Census Survey 

Farms by Type 
of Operation 

New 
England 

New 
York Sample 

Dairy 11% 20% 14% 
Vegetables 11% 9% 24% 
Orchards/berries 6% 7% 8% 

Field Crops 
(grains, tobacco) 3% 13% 4% 
Nursery, 
greenhouse 12% 7% 4% 
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 2002 Ag Census Survey 

USDA Organic 
Farms Farm # Percent Farm # Percent 
New England 673 2% 167 44% 
New York 428 1% 30 19% 
Total 1,101  181 28% 
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 2002 Ag Census Survey 
Women 
Principal 
Operators Farm # Percent Farm # Percent 
New England 5679 21% 172/550 31% 
New York 5672 15% 49/156 31% 
Total 11,351 18% 221 31% 
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Main Operation 
 

Farm # 
 

Percent 
 

Vegetables 172 24% 
Livestock 127 18% 
Highly-Diversified 118 17% 
Dairy 98 14% 
Fruits & Berries 59 8% 
Green Industry 30 4% 
Field Crops 28 4% 
Value-Added on Farm 27 4% 
Equine 18 2.5% 
Agroforestry, Agritourism, 
and Other 29 4% 
All 706 100% 
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Stage of Business 
 

Farm # 
 

Percent 
 

Expanding Business 234 33% 
Start Up 192 27% 
Mature Business 149 21% 
Business in 
Transition 67 10% 
Business in Decline 48 7% 
Other 15 2% 
All 705 100% 
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Years Experience 
 

Farm # 
 

Percent 
 

21+ years 306 43% 
11-20 years 148 21% 
5-10 years 138 20% 
0-4 years 97 14% 
No response 17 2% 
All 706 100% 
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Gender 
 

Farm # 
 

Percent 
 

Male  465 66% 
Female 221 31% 
No Response 20 3% 
All 706 100% 
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Range of Gross farm 
income 
 

Farm # 
 

Percent 
 

$0 - $24,000 354 50% 
$117,000+ 130 18% 
$25,000 - $74,999 113 16% 
$75,000 - $116,999 59 8% 
No Response 50 7% 
All 706 99% 
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